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IITTIIHHAASS

SASTRA always sets the standards in 
all areas of its activities and wants to be 
a yardstick of quality.  Our unrelenting 
commitment to quality, I believe, spurs 
us on to excellence.   

Two of our centres,  Centre for 
Advanced Studies in Indian System of 
Medicine and the Central Animal 
Facility, have been accredited for both 

Chemical  and Biological  testing by the National Accreditation 
Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL) of  the 
Department of Science and Technology, Government of India. 
The accreditation demonstrates our state-of-the-art drug-
testing facilities.

It is a matter of prestige for us that we hosted the Nano India 
2015 Meet on January 29 & 30.  Prof. C.N.R. Rao who 
inaugurated the meet highlighted the tremendous scope offered 
by nano science to the scientists.  On the occasion Prof. Rao 
also dedicated the Anusandhan Kendra – Phase II to the nation. 
The Rs 22 Crore Facility at SASTRA is an interdisciplinary 
research initiative integrating Engineering, Life Sciences, 
Physics and Chemistry. This new facility, I am sure, will 
provide a further fillip to our research activities.

The second SASTRA-CNR Rao Awards were presented to two 
outstanding scientists of our country – Prof. K.N. Ganesh, 
Director - IISER,  Pune and Prof. V. Chandrasekhar, Director - 
NISER, Bhubaneswar on February 28, 2015.

This year too, SASTRA hosted the two mega events – 'New 
Ideas for a New India' and 'ThinkEdu Conclave' in February 
2015, in Chennai in association with The Hindu and The New 
Indian Express respectively. Daksh, Kuruksastra and 
Tarkasastra – the national level technical, cultural and moot 
festivals were organized in this quarter with usual splendor and 
gaiety.

Dean's List merit scholarships worth Rs 84 lakh were 
distributed to 834 students.  68 B.Tech. students of  2015 batch 
are undergoing their Semester Abroad Programme in 
prestigious foreign universities.

This issue of ITIHAS presents to you details of lectures held 
under the auspices of the Knowledge Leadership Forum and 
conferences organized in this quarter and many more.

Last but not the least, with examinations around the corner, let 
me wish our dear students all success!

Message  from the

VICE - CHANCELLOR
NANO INDIA 2015 @ SASTRA

The Nano Mission's National Level meet, "NANO 
INDIA 2015"  was hosted by the Centre for 
Nanotechnology & Advanced Biomaterials (CeNTAB), 
SASTRA University  on January 29 & 30, 2015. 
Prof. C.N.R.Rao, National Research Professor, Linus 
Pauling Research Professor & Honorary President, 
Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific 
Research, Bangalore inaugurated the event. 

Delivering the inaugural address,  Prof. Rao said that 
Indian researchers need to find the right problems in nano 
science for the nation to emerge as a global centre for 
scientific research. Targeted funding and prioritised 
research in nano science and technology have secured 
India third position in terms of publications in nano 
science globally, he said. 

Stressing that Nano India 2015 conference was a 
macrocosm of what's happening in the nation, Prof. Rao 
called upon the scientific community to “think about the 
frame of reference in which you seek to perform” while 
advising them to act globally on a universal scale adding 
that there was no limit to excellence. He urged the 
colleagues to take inspiration from their brethren in Israel 
and Japan and said that nano science offers the scientific 
community plenty of scope to perform.

Prof. Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary, Department of 
Science and Technology, speaking on the occasion, 
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SASTRA University, Thanjavur, received the Young 
Career Award in Nanotechnology.

Nano India meet was addressed by  30 eminent and 
outstanding scientists in the field from premier research 
laboratories across the country and from the industry 
which included six plenary sessions.

Around 400 research scholars and students from reputed 
universities and research institutes presented their work 
as posters at the conference. The biennial National 
Conference was supported by the Department of 
Science & Technology, Govt. of India.Prof. C.N.R. Rao delivering the inaugural addressProf. C.N.R. Rao delivering the inaugural address

Dr.S. Swaminathan, Dean-CeNTAB receiving the 

Young Career Award in Nanotechnology

Dr.S. Swaminathan, Dean-CeNTAB receiving the 

Young Career Award in Nanotechnology

 Dr.S. Swaminathan welcoming the gathering Dr.S. Swaminathan welcoming the gathering

Our Vice Chancellor presents a memento to Prof. C.N.R. RaoOur Vice Chancellor presents a memento to Prof. C.N.R. Rao

A section of the audienceA section of the audience

observed that focussed 
funding to the tune of 
Rs.1,000 crore between 
2007 and 2013 through 
t h e  N a n o  M i s s i o n  
Council had created 50 
cen t res  ac ross  the  
country, including one at 
SASTRA, ushering in 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  
achievement in the niche 
sector. The second phase 
wi th  an  addi t iona l  
allocation of Rs.650 crore would focus on priority areas 
such as clean water, clean energy, and low-cost 
healthcare.

Presentation of  Young Nanotechnologist Award 

Prof. Rao also presented Prof. Ashok K. Ganguli of the 
Indian Institute of Technology, New Delhi, with the 
National Research Award while Dr.P.S.Anil Kumar of 
the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, and 
Dr.S .  Swamina than ,  Di rec to r,  Cen t re  fo r  
Nanotechnology and Advanced Biomaterials, 

Prof. Ashutosh Sharma, 
Secretary – DST speaks
Prof. Ashutosh Sharma, 
Secretary – DST speaks
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Prof. C.N.R. Rao dedicated Anusandhan Kendra - Phase II at SASTRA University on January 29, 

2015  to the nation. Anusandhan Kendra- Phase II is part of SASTRA’s interdisciplinary research 

initiative integrating Engineering, Life Sciences, Physics, and Chemistry. 

Constructed over an area of one lakh square feet at a cost of Rs.22 crore, the Research Block 

houses 56 research labs with state-of-the-art facilities.  

Phase I, constructed at a cost of Rs 20 crore which  was dedicated in 2011, has various  central 

facilities like a microscopy suite (FETEM, FE-SEM, AFM, confocul etc), spectroscopy suite, 

(XPS, ICPMS, LCMS/MS, etc.) besides other major equipment and over 20 research labs. 

SASTRA’S ANUSANDHAN KENDRA PHASE II 

DEDICATED TO THE NATION

 Prof. C.N.R. Rao lighting the traditional lamp at the 

new block after dedicating it to the nation

 Prof. C.N.R. Rao lighting the traditional lamp at the 

new block after dedicating it to the nation

Prof.C.N.R. Rao, our VC, Registrar, Dr. S.Swaminathan and 

other faculty at the entrance of the new block

Prof.C.N.R. Rao, our VC, Registrar, Dr. S.Swaminathan and 

other faculty at the entrance of the new block

The imposing Anusandhan Kendra – Phase II
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The second SASTRA-CNR Rao Awards were presented 
to Prof. K. N. Ganesh, Director, Indian Institute of 
Science Education and Research (IISER), Pune, and to 
Prof. V. Chandrasekhar, Director, National Institute of 
Science Education and Research (NISER), 
Bhubaneswar, for Excellence in Chemistry and 
Materials Science on February 28, 2015. 

Prof.  R. Sethuraman, Vice Chancellor, gave away the 
awards to the distinguished scientists. The award carries 
a cash prize of Rs. 5 lakh each and a citation. Both the 
awardees are recipients of several national and 
international awards including the Shanti Swarup 
Bhatnagar Award, the J. C. Bose Fellowship and are 
Fellows of all the Academies of Sciences in India as well 
as the Academy of Sciences of the Developing World, 
Trieste, Italy.

SASTRA University has instituted the SASTRA-CNR 
Rao Awards to recognize outstanding contributions in 
the fields of chemistry and materials science - the two 
areas in which Prof. CNR Rao’s contribution has been 
phenomenal. The award is instituted in the name of Prof. 
CNR Rao as a tribute to his relentless services to 
strengthen India’s position in science and technology.

Science Day Lecture Series 

Later, on the same day, the two awardees delivered 
lectures as part of the Science Day Lecture Series. 

Prof. K. N. Ganesh, Director, IISER, Pune spoke on the 
topic, “Molecular Engineering of Conformational  
transitions in 4-Amino/Hydroxy-prolyl polypeptides: 
From PPII helix to â-structure” and Prof. 
V. Chandrashekar, Director, NISER, Bhubaneshwar on 
“A new family of single-molecule magnets.”

SASTRA-CNR RAO AWARDS NABL ACCREDITATION TO CARISM AND 
CENTRAL ANIMAL FACILITY OF SASTRA

The laboratory of the Centre for Advanced Studies in 
Indian System of Medicine (CARISM) and the Central 
Animal Facility of SASTRA have been Accredited for 
both Chemical  and Biological  testing by the National 
Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration 
Laboratories (NABL) of  Department of Science and 
Technology, Government of India, New Delhi. The 
accreditation is for a period of two years, from 09th 
March 2015 to 08th March 2017. 

NABL is a signatory to Asia Pacific Laboratory 
Accreditation Cooperation, International Laboratory 
Accreditation Cooperation and Mutual Recognition 
Arrangements.  Such international arrangements allow 
acceptance of test/ calibration results among MRA 
partner countries. The laboratories are required to 
comply with all the requirements of international 
standard ISO/IEC 17025:2005 - which provides the 
requirements for the competence of testing and 
calibration laboratories. With the objective of getting 
accredited by the prestigious NABL organization, we 
applied for NABL certification on 19th March 2014. 
Consequently the NABL pre-audit assessment was 
conducted on 14th August 2014 and the suggestions 
made by the auditors were implemented. The final 
NABL audit was conducted on 17th and 18th January 
2015.  

The NABL Accreditation demonstrates the operating 
ability of the management system of CARISM and the 
Central Animal Facility at SASTRA University.  These 
facilities are certified to be technically competent and 
are able to generate technically valid results for the tests 
mentioned in the scope. This will also facilitate mutual 
acceptance of testing results between laboratories from 
different countries.
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Prof. K.N. Ganesh and Prof. V. Chandrasekhar 

after receiving the award 

Prof. K.N. Ganesh and Prof. V. Chandrasekhar 

after receiving the award 

Visit of the NABL team to the labs at SASTRA Visit of the NABL team to the labs at SASTRA 
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SASTRA University sponsored a power-packed panel 
discussion on ‘New Ideas for New India,’ an initiative by 
‘The Hindu,’ at Rani Seethai Hall, Chennai on February 
14, 2015.    

If India is to achieve the high trajectory growth that is 
envisaged, and become a global power, it needs to forge 
complete 'unity in diversity.' There needs to be political, 
economic, social and religious unity among the people to 
enable the country to achieve its full potential.

Four distinguished panelists - Former Karnataka 
Minister and Congress leader Shri B.K. Chandrashekar, 
Prof. R. Vaidyanathan from the Indian Institute of 
Management, Bengaluru, former West Bengal Governor 
Shri Gopalkrishna Gandhi, and leading auditor, 
columnist and Professor of Legal Anthropology, Shri S. 
Gurumurthy - held the audience spell-bound for over 
two hours. 

Shri Chandrashekar called for greater consultation and 
dialogue, particularly on key national issues, to build 
political consensus. He emphasized on the need for any 
government and Prime Minister to engage with other 
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political parties and social groups to evolve a consensus. 
The relevance of consultative decision making in the 
emerging co-operative federalism was articulated by 
Shri Chandrashekar. 

Elaborating on the need for economic unity, 
Prof. Vaidyanthan said too much focus was being given 
to FDI, but the importance of household savings, 
especially the crucial role of women in this effort, was 
not recognized. Even if the government could not help 
entrepreneurs and self-employed, it must at least ensure 
that they were not harassed.

Shri Gopalkrishna Gandhi stressed on the need for social 
unity in economic growth. His concern was on the rapid  
economic & infrastructure development and the lack of 
proportionate progress amongst weaker sections.

Calling for a national debate on the doctrinal intolerance 
practiced by some groups, Shri Gurumurthy said 
Hinduism accepted all religions, and wanted other 
religions to accept all religions, their leaders and ideas to 
foster religious harmony.
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The debate was moderated by The Hindu's Senior 
Managing Editor Shri V. Jayanth. Welcoming the 
invitees, Dr. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean, Planning 
and Development, SASTRA University, stressed on the 
need to encash the demographic dividend, given the 
youth power in the country along with the resounding 
democratic dividend. 

Leading personalities like Shri S. Ramadorai (TCS), 
Shri N.Gopalaswamy (Ex-CEC), Dr. N.Kamakodi (MD 
& CEO, CUB), Shri N.Ravi (Director, KSL), were 
amongst the other intellectual audience.

This was the second edition of the programme, launched 
in 2014.

TRANSACTIONS TO 

TRANSFORMATIONS

Enriching the demographic dividend of India is possible only 

through the encashing of her democratic dividend. The 

aspirations of the bountiful youth of India and her decisive 

electorate have voted for a change in almost all forms of 

elections in the last one year. Such a change has resulted in a 

polity that needs to put in place a right policy with comparative 

ease. No longer can problems be solved through passage of 

Parliamentary or Legislative Acts. There needs to be Action. 

Acts are mere transactional excuses providing marginal 

benefits while transformational Action is what India needs very 

badly. SASTRA University's New Ideas for a New India along 

with The Hindu is an effort to identify such transformational 

vehicles through four strong pillars of unity - Religious, 

Political, Social & Economic. The theme "Voice for Unity" 

through these four dimensions is in perfect alignment with 

Justice P.B. Gajendragadkar's idea of a New India. In his 

historic address at the Institute of Constitutional & 

Parliamentary studies in 1972, the scholar judge identifies the 

integration of constitutional, political & social unity along with 

religious and economic unity as the essentials of a New India. 

SASTRA University's panel discussion on the very same lines 

reinforces the need to move from marginal transactions to 

major transformations with a hope to see a unified India that 

has suffered enough because of its avoidable fractures. 

Dr. S. VAIDHYASUBRAMANIAM
Dean – Planning & Development, SASTRA University 
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Building Skills for India's Future

CHAPTER 3 OF THINKEDU CONCLAVE

SASTRA University was the tittle sponsor for the third 

edition of the ThinkEdu Conclave organised by The New 

Indian Express on February 20 and 21, 2015  at ITC 

Grand Chola, Chennai. The conclave which was themed 

around 'Building Skills for India's Future,' provided a 

medium through which students could listen to aca-

demicians, politicians and those involved in policy 

making, and even question them on a subject that affects 

their development.

Shri Harsh Vardhan, Minister for Science and 

Technology and Shri K. Radhakrishnan, former ISRO 

Chairman, shared the platform during the inaugural 

session. Take a leaf out of ISRO's books; be self-reliant, 

work as a team in developing skill sets," advised Shri 

Radhakrishnan. Referring to Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi's 'Make In India' campaign's success, Shri 

Radhakrishnan said we need to reduce imports and score 

on exports, which would be possible if all areas like 

Engineering, Management, Computing and IT had 

adequate infrastructure support. 

Dr. Vardhan rooted for value-driven education instead of 

rote learning. "Education must be more than just scoring 

marks or gaining degrees. We need to make honest 

human beings out of our students," he said. 

The Conclave then explored the value of a liberal arts 

education and whether India could benefit from it. We 

can't teach Science without Arts and therefore Liberal 

Arts education is much needed, said Aditya Mukhedee of 

JNU. Liberal Arts is not just about studying a bunch of 

varied subjects, but also about imparting values, said 

C.Raj Kumar, VC of OP Jindal Global University, 

Sonepat, Haryana. 

Participating in the debate on our excessively globalised 

education system, Dr. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean, 

Planning and Development, SASTRA 

University defined nationalism  along three 

parameters – calling it a holy relationship that 

ensures loyalty to the state from an individual.  

One of the barriers holding us back from 

embracing the nationalistic spirit that we 

ought to possess was lack of confidence, he 

said. “Even at the primary level, it is 

considered an achievement if students want to 

leave India. Are we providing them enough to 

kindle a spirit of nationalism? We need to 

integrate self-confidence among students 

about our potential and history of Indian 

values.”

Explaining how our spirit of nationalism – 

stemming from our rich history of pioneering 

research and development in medicine, science, 

astronomy and other fields – has all but vanished because 

of this system, he said. “This system of education has 

injected a virus (into us) that anything nationalistic is 

taboo. It is essential for our growth and though education 

hasn't killed it, it has not helped it. Such education 

deserves to be condemned.”    
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The second day of the conclave opened on a spiritual 
note. His Holiness Gyalwang Drukpa, head of the 1,000-
year-old Drukpa order based in the Himalayas, said it 
was sad that parents start charting their children's future 
the minute they are born, and he pointed out that 
"education these days lead to too much in the head and 
too little in the heart." It should instead teach us to 
become better humans and respect nature, he opined.

The National Conference leader Omar Abdullah had the 
audience floored with his wisecracks, and his charm 
stayed on through the evening as he chaired an all-
woman panel later in the day. Speaking on whether 
"Sports can be a tool in a country's development" the 
former Chief Minister said: “Sports help build character, 
perspective, teamwork, discipline, and physical and 
mental health.”

After listening to the who's who of politics and industry, 
the young took to the stage for an inter-collegiate debate 
on 'Skill Building is the raison d'etre of education'. 
Ujjwala Varma from Chettinad Hospital and Research 
Institute took away the first prize arguing that skill 
building was not the sole purpose of education and that it 
should also foster critical thinking, innovation and 
intellectual pursuit.

The Conclave reached its crescendo in the last session as 
political heavyweights like Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, 
Union Minister of State for Commerce, MP Ritabrata 
Banedee of CPIM, senior Congress leader 

Shri Salman Khurshid, political leader Arif Mohammed 
Khan and HRD Minister Smt. Smriti Irani discussed the 
impact of politics on education. 

Smt. Smriti Irani, talking about various initiatives that 
the Narendra Modi Govt. has implemented  to improve 
the quality of education, said, “As many as 800 
professors, academicians and industry experts from all 
over the world will come to  India to teach at Central 
Universities at no additional cost from the upcoming 
academic year.” Smt. Irani also said that the ‘Swayam’ 
portal, India’s first MOOC platform, which will host 
online video lectures offered by colleges like IIT, NIT 
and SASTRA University can be accessed by every 
citizen free fo cost. 

Thus, in the two days of idea exchange, educators, 
thinkers and students deliberated on the ways to improve 
the education system in India and also to equip the vast 
young population with skills to contribute to the 
productivity of the nation.

Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Hon'ble Minister of Human Resource 
Development, Government of India, released the book, 
'EXPRESS RIGHTings,' a compilation of articles written by 
Dr. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean-Planning & Development, 
SASTRA University on 21st February 2015 at the ThinkEdu 
Conclave. Shri Prabhu Chawla, Editorial Director, The New 
Indian Express Ltd. received the first copy. 

The book is the author's humble contribution to the new 
National Educational Policy and comprises various articles 
written in leading newspapers and Tamil dailies in the last four 
years. The author has covered various issues from School 
Education to Ph. D. education and  suggested solutions to 
improve quality of the Indian Education. 

Smt. SMRITI IRANI RELEASES THE 
BY Dr. S. VAIDHYASUBRAMANIAM

BOOK 

Smt. Smriti Irani, Union Minister for HRD releasing the bookSmt. Smriti Irani, Union Minister for HRD releasing the book



ITIHAS  VOL.15,  I QUARTER - 2015

Justice Shri V. Ramasubramaniam, Judge, High Court of 
Madras distributed the annual merit scholarships to the 
tune of Rs 84 lakh to 834 students placed in the Dean's 
list based on their academic performance during the 
SASTRA University Examinations, on March 7, 2015. 
Students placed in the top 2% are awarded a Dean's list 
certificate and a scholarship by way of 20% tuition fee 
refund. Students between 3% to 10% are also awarded 
scholarships by way of 10% tuition fee refund.

UNIFORMS TO SCHOOL CHILDREN

Justice Shri Ramasubramaniam also gave away the 
school uniform to the students studying in Primary, 
M i d d l e  a n d  A n g a n w a d i  S c h o o l s  a t  
Thirumalaisamudram Village, worth about Rs 2 lakh.

DEAN'S LIST SCHOLARSHIPS TARKASASTRA 2015

Tarkasastra, SASTRA's 4th National Moot Court 

Competition was organised between 27th February, 

2015 to 01st March, 2015. The three day event attracted 

top universities from all over the country. This edition 

with a moot problem focussed on 'Company Law and 

Corporate Crimes' was inaugurated by Justice 

(Retd).K.N.Basha, Chairman, Intellectual Property 

Appellate Board of India.  Justice Basha, speaking on the 

occasion, hailed SASTRA University as a fountainhead 

of education and ethical values and showered praise on 

its standards of legal education being imparted to its 

students. 

He also spoke on the heinous nature of corporate crimes 

and the history of scandals relating to company offences 

and the leading judgments of the Supreme Court on 

prosecution of companies. He stressed that corporate 

espionage was a potential threat to national security and 

proper steps have to be taken for punishing the guilty.

Sixteen teams from across the country participated in the 

event. In the Grand finals, the team (comprising Dalia 
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Justice Ramasubramaniam distributing 

the Merit Scholarship to a student

Justice K.N. Basha lighting the traditional lamp 

at the inauguration of Tarkasastra  

Justice K.N. Basha lighting the traditional lamp 

at the inauguration of Tarkasastra  

A Moot Session in progress during the competitionA Moot Session in progress during the competition
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KNOWLEDGE LEADERSHIP FORUM LECTURES

Shri C. S. Vaidhyanathan, 

Senior Advocate, Supreme 

Court of India delivered a 

KLF lecture on 'Responsible 

Justice and Role of Courts' 

on 24th  January, 2015. 

During the course of his 

lecture he suggested that 

students and law school 

faculty should visit a prison 

as a part of their legal 

education to understand the 

life inside the prison.  He 

stressed the need for continuing education for judicial 

officers including judges. Highlighting the importance 

of legislative draughtsmanship and court managerial 

skills among law graduates, he said law schools should 

integrate these in their curriculum.

Prof. Werner Menski, Emeritus Professor, South Asian 
Laws, Chair, Centre for Ethnic Minority Studies, SOAS, 
University of London delivered a lecture on 'Legal 
Pluralism – Past Present and Future' on 10th January, 
2015.  Reflecting on the relationship between law, 
culture and values, Prof. Menski argued that attempts to 
get rid of 'religion' and create a Uniform Civil Code 
could not really replace the personal law system in India.

He further opined that globally and locally, non-Western 
types of law have critical relevance for the future. He 
proposed that natural law systems, state laws, societal 
norms and values and International law are the four 
major corners of the legal system and legal pluralism is 
extremely relevant in super diverse societies that are 
emerging post globalisation.

Justice Shri V Ramasubramanian, Judge, High Court 
of Madras delivered lecture on “Traces of Modern 
Jurisprudence in the Kambaramayana” on 7th March 
2015.  He explained the genesis of international refugee 
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Paasari, Sourya Banarjee & Anmol Gupta) from Faculty 

of Law, ICFAI, Hyderabad defeated the team 

(comprising Anshruta Maheswari, Nikhil Cherian & 

Akhila Guddeti) from Symbiosis Law School, Pune and 

emerged as the winners of the competition. 

Keshav Baheti from National Law University, Odisha 
won the Best Researcher Award, Nimunj Bajaj from 
Christ University, Bengaluru, and the team from 
Institute of Law, NIRMA University, Ahmadabad won 
the Best Memorial Award.

The final round was judged by retired Madras High 
Court Judge Hon'ble Shri Justice K. Sampath, Senior 
Counsel Shri R. Murari and Smt Chitra Narayan, who is 
also the co-founder of Vichar partners and currently a 
partner at JSA. Justice Sampath while delivering  the 
valedictory address spoke on the ancient traditions of 
argumentation in India quoting from the ancient scripts 
and the importance of logic in framing arguments in the 
court.
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law, tax exemptions, diplomatic immunity and 
promissory estoppel as mentioned in Kamban's treatise. 
He also comparatively analyzed the allegories of justice 
in Indian and Western traditions and how the colour 
black symbolized Dharma. The richness and literary 
flavor of  Kamban in his Ramayanam laced with lessons 
on the administration of justice were revered by Justice 
Ramasubramanian as a singular treasure to be preserved 
for posterity. 

Justice Shri K. T. Sankaran, Judge, High Court of 
Kerala delivered a lecture on 'Administration of Civil 
Justice' on February 14, 2015. The judge said that delays 
in dispensation of justice were to a variety of reasons and 
the situation in India cannot be compared with that of 
other countries.  He cautioned that the legal system must 
be sensitively approached, keeping in mind the diverse 
cultural heritage and the vibrancy of our traditions. He 
argued that laws should be precise, simple and practical, 
besides remaining easy to handle.

Dr.T.K.Radhakrishnan,  
Professor, Department of 
Chemical Engineering, NIT, 
Trichy spoke on  'Advanced 
Control Techniques' on 
J a n u a r y  3 ,  2 0 1 5 .  H e  
introduced the advanced 
control techniques like 

predictive control, model based control and statistical 
control. The impact of delay in the process and the 
advanced techniques to reduce the delay was also 
discussed.

Dr.P.Ramesh Babu, Professor and Head, Department 
of Electronics and Instrumentation Engineering, 
Pondicherry Engineering College, Puducherry  spoke 
on 'Introduction to Digital Signal Processing' on 
February 7, 2015. The lecture coved  various areas of 
signals and systems in addition to Digital Signal 

Processing, helping the students gain a unique 
perspective of Digital Signal Processing.

Mr. Lakshmi Varaha Iyer, Canada Research Chair 
Program in Electrified Transportation Systems, Center 
for Hybrid Automotive Research & Green Energy 
(CHARGE), Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, University of Windsor, Canada spoke on 
'Electric Vehicles 2.0 – Challenges and Opportunities' on 
March 4, 2015. He gave an introduction to drive systems 
and battery management techniques used in Electric 
Vehicles and also shared an insight on the impact of 
electric vehicles in the world market.

T h e  S c h o o l  o f  
Humanities and Sciences 
and Mathematics Club 
organized a  lecture on 
14th February 2015.   
Prof.S. Sundar from 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
M a t h e m a t i c s ,  I . I . T  
M a d r a s ,  s p o k e  o n  

“Industrial Mathematics – Importance and its relevance 
today.”   He advised all the students to undergo research 
in Simulation and Modeling which is much appreciated 
by all the industrial sectors at present.  He invited our 
students to take up research projects in TATA Innovation 
Centre at IIT Madras. 

Shri Pradeep, working 
under Prof. Ning Sun 
Yang, Dist inguished 
Research Fellow and 
Professor, Agricultural 
Biotechnology Research 
Center, Academia Sinica, 
Taipei, Taiwan delivered 

a talk on “Traditional 
Chinese phytomedicines that confer anti-metastasis 
activities via modulating tumor microenvironments” on 
Feb 12, 2015 during his visit to SASTRA University. His 
lecture detailed the potential antimetastatic properties of 
the traditional medicine in tumor microenvironment in 
cancer models. Prof. Yang is collaborating with Dr. 
Senthilkumar Subramanian, School of Chemical and 
Biotechnology, through Indo-Taiwan Science and 
Technology Cooperation Programme funded by 
Department of Science and Technology, Government of 
India and National Science Council / Ministry of 
Science and Technology, Taiwan.



SASTRA'S SEMESTER ABROAD PROGRAMME - 2015

68 B.Tech. students of 2015 batch are undergoing their Research Internship at the following prestigious  Universities,

 under the Semester Abroad Programme. They are being paid a monthly stipend of USD 200

and round trip airfare by SASTRA University with tuition fee waiver. 
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Harvard MIT
R. Ramya
C. Bhargavi
Anand. M
Ashwin R. Iyer
Sandhya Padmanabhan
K. Vaishali
C. Vidya
Hari Shankar
Jayashree

UPC, Barcelona
Kakarla Teja Prakash
M. Harihara Subramanian
Mylavarapu Prasanna 
Padmasree Pranathi
R. Prasanna
S. Sabareesh
Gokul Maharaj.B
Sai kishore Kothakota
Elavazhagan
G. Prashanthi
S. Praveen Kumar

Cornell University 
Juhi baskar

Deakin University
N. Pavithra
V. Ramgopalan
S. Avinash

Georgetown University
Ramyasree

Georgia Tech
Akshay V Viswanathan
A. R. Narayanan
Trilochan.R V N N
Navaneeth Krishnan S

ICGM-UMR5253-Equipe AIME 
Universite Motpellier II 

Avireddy Hemesh

Institute of Materials Research 
& Engineering, Singapore

Adharshini Sukumar

Nanyang technological
Shruti Suresh

NIMS, Japan
Kabilan
Shruti Mohan

NUS, Singapore
Saradha. V
Madhubala. R

Orebro University
Bolisetty Boga Vishnu Kanth
Karthik. S

Plymouth University
Bijjala Chandrakanth
Sharmadha. M
S. Anurag

Simon Fraser University
A. K. Srinath

Technische Universitat 
Munchen, Munich, Germany 
      Amrutha Lakshmi Kothapalli

UAB, Spain
Naravanaraju Sravana Jyothi
M. Ganesh 
M. Ramasamy

University of Barcelona
Aishwarya. S
Aradhana
Sumithra Yasaswini

University of Bologna, Italy
S. Bakthakolahalan
Koppu Karthik Kumar
L.R.D. Murthy

University of California, 
Berkeley

Amogh Prabhav Jalihal

University of Illinois, Chicago
Manikanda Raja

University of Kansas
Ameya Pranav Jalihal

University of Pittsburg
D. Prithivirajan
B. Vibhishan

University of Texas
M. Aparna

University of Wisconsin, 
Madison

Arunkumar .S

University West
Shreyas Muralidharan

Virginia Tech
S. Niveda
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DAKSH '15

The ninth edition 
o f  S A S T R A  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  
t e c h n o -
m a n a g e m e n t  
festival DAKSH 
was  organised 
from February 20-
22, 2015. The event 

was inaugurated by  Smt. Jayanthi Vaidyanathan, 
Director - Human Resources, Paypal India Pvt Ltd. 

Continuing with its practice of revolving around a theme, 
DAKSH '15 focussed on 'Ancient Wisdom and Modern 
Technology.’

Under this theme, DAKSH '15 had 6 clusters, one each 
for the different Schools of Engineering at SASTRA, 
with over 30 events in all. These events were designed to 
test the mettle of the collegiate population of our country 
in situations that they might encounter some day in the 
near future. Out of the box thinking, street smarts, and the 
ability to convert theoretical knowledge into practical 
brilliance with a little bit of research was what DAKSH 
expected from its participants. The total prize money of 
nearly a million rupees was a major attraction that added 
to the electrifying atmosphere that pervaded SASTRA 
during the event. This resulted in over a thousand 
participants from different colleges,  in addition to the 
few thousands at SASTRA, making DAKSH '15 a 
roaring hit.

14

Power Talks 

In addition to the myriad events of every kind, DAKSH 
also provided Power Talks which  raised the thought 
processes of students to an entirely new dimension. 
Eminent speakers from around the world were brought 
in for this purpose as SASTRA and DAKSH always aim 
to achieve a holistic development of student attributes. 
This year the following personalities of various fields 
delivered talks: 

Smt. Vishaka Hari, Disciple of Late 
Shri Lalgudi Jayaraman, D-in-Law of 
Shri Krishna Premi Swamigal & 
Honorary Professor of Arts & Culture, 
SASTRA University spoke on 
'Ancient Wisdom  & Modern Life.’

Shri  Dushyant Shridhar, Public 
Speaker & IT Professional lectured on 

'Modern Management Thoughts from India's Ancient 
Assets.’

Shri Michel Danino, Renowned 
Author & Historian, spoke on the 
topic, 'How much Science did ancient 
Indians know?’

‘ T h e  Wo r l d  n e e d s  I n d i a ' s  
Renaissance' was the topic coverd by  
Shri S. Gurumurthy, Thought Leader  
& Distinguished Research Professor 
of Legal Anthropology, SASTRA 
University. 

Another reason because of which DAKSH attained new 
heights as a Techno-Management fest, was the Interns 
Fair that was held at DAKSH this year. Students wanting 
to apply for internships had to go through a competitive 
exam as DAKSH rewards only the best of the best, and 
on passing the said exam, internships with over 45 have 
now become open to the applicants. 

DAKSH  also hosted nine workshops this year, covering 
the hottest topics of the day across various fields, 
ranging from 'Vehicle Overhauling' to 'Internet of 
Things'.

Some of these workshops and events happened as a 
prelude to DAKSH as has been the custom over the 
years. And this time, the biggest event of them all, 
'DAKSH QUIZ' was conducted in 7 cities all over South 
India. The top quizzers across the land gathered at 
SASTRA for the final round of this magnum opus. The 
event had participation from teams coming in from 
places like Mumbai and Pune.

DAKSH also recognises the need to recharge one's 
batteries after a long, hard day of intellectual warfare 
with peers. What better way to do that than to be awed by 
feats bordering on the impossible. To 
this end, DAKSH brought in the 
famous troupe 'PYROTERRA' to 
perform a Fire-Show and a Light-
Show, filled with breath-taking stunts.   
All in all, this was a fest that set new 
standards that the next generations 
will find hard to beat.
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KURUKSASTRA'15 

Kuruksastra 2015, the national level cultural festival of SASTRA, was held from March 27-29, 2015.  The 9th edition 
of Kuruksastra saw more than 10000 foot falls, and students from all over the country showcased their talents in the 
fields of music, dance, dramatics, arts, photography and literary events at the collegiate level. The theme of 
Kuruksastra this year was 'Feast.' The participants indulged their senses in the most sumptuous buffet of events 
spanning 3 days offered by each of our clusters. Apart from this, the theme extended to having over 35 stalls serving the 
various cuisines and delicacies from all over India for the students and participants to enjoy. Kuruksastra cannot be 
talked of  without mentioning the ever-popular ProNites. This year, apart from our own Music and Dance teams setting 
the stage on fire, we had the Coke-Studio Nite, with renowned violinist Manoj George and flautist Varijashree who 
enthralled the crowds with their music and energy. The next evening saw the likes of Naresh Iyer, Swetha Mohan and 
Bennet and the band light up the stage and make the audience dance to their beats. 

SWAADISHTA 2015

The School of Management organised a three day mega 
food festival SWAADISHTA on the sidelines of 
Kuruksastra cultural festival held during 20-22 March 
2015. Totally 45 food stalls across various categories 
participated in this event and relished the taste buds of 
Sastraites and participants from other institutions.   The 
fund of Rs. One lakh raised through this food festival has 
been donated to the SASTRA Community Outreach 
(SCORE) program and is to be spent for the welfare of 
the mentally challenged & underprivileged children of 
the society.

Some of these workshops and events happened as a 
prelude to DAKSH as has been the custom over the 
years. And this time, the biggest event of them all, 
'DAKSH QUIZ' was conducted in 7 cities all over South 
India. The top quizzers across the land gathered at 
SASTRA for the final round of this magnum opus. The 
event had participation from teams coming in from 
places like Mumbai and Pune.

DAKSH also recognises the need to recharge one's 
batteries after a long, hard day of intellectual warfare 
with peers. What better way to do that than to be awed by 
feats bordering on the impossible. To this end, DAKSH 
brought in the famous troupe 'PYROTERRA' to perform 

a Fire-Show and a Light-Show, filled with breath-taking 
stunts.   All in all, this was a fest that set new standards 
that the next generations will find hard to beat.
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MODELING AND SIMULATION

NATIONAL SEMINAR ON 'ADVAITA ACHARYA CHATUSHTAYAM'

A one-day National Seminar on 'Advaita Acharya 
Chatushtayam' was organized by the Department of 
Oriental Studies, School of Humanities and Sciences, 
SASTRA University, Thanjavur on February 2, 2015. 
The seminar aimed at creating awareness among the 
present generation about the life and contribution of four 
Great Advaita Acharyas, namely Sri Appayya Dikshitar, 
Sri Neelakanta Dikshitar, Sri Govinda Dikshitar and Sri 
Chandrasekharendra Saraswati Swamigal. 

In his discourse on Sri Appayya Dikshitar, Dr. Mani 
Dravid of Madras Sanskrit College, explained how the 

A two-day International Conference on Modeling and 
Simulation (ICMS'15) organised by School of 
Computing, was inaugurated by Dr. S. Christopher, 
Distinguished Scientist, Program Director, Airborne 
Early Warning & Control Programme  and  Director, 
Center for Airborne Systems, Bangalore on 25th March 
2015. In his inaugural address, Dr. S. Christopher 
explained the various stages of modeling and simulation 
with interesting examples. He detailed various types of 
simulation namely live, virtual and constructive. He also 
outlined the challenges and risks in modeling and 
simulation. He further explained the advantages of 
distributed simulation systems and the importance of 
verification, validation and accreditation.

Shri Manickavasagam, Associate Project Director – 
AGNI V, DRDO delivered the key note address. 
Dr.S.Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean - Planning and 
Development in his welcome address spoke about the 
importance of collaborative research with government 
organizations, especially DRDO and the importance of 
modeling and simulation in research & development of  
strategic systems. 

'Dikshitendra' was simultaneously a performer of Yagas 
as well as the expositor and practitioner of the Advaita 
Vedanta School of Hindu philosophy with a focus on 
Siva-Advaita. 

A talk on Sri Neelakanta Dikshita was delivered by 
Dr. R. Krishnamurthy Sastrigal, Principal (Retd.), 
Mylapore Sanskrit College. Sri Neelakanta Dikshita 
maintained ministership in the court of King Thirumalai 
Nayak of Madurai without sacrificing the authorship of 
innumerable works like Sivalilarnava, Shanti vilasa, 
Nalacharitra nataka, Gangavatarnam, Nilakantha 
Vijayachampu, and Kalividambanam. 

Sri Atmabodha Tirtha Swamigal, who spoke on 
Sri Govinda Dikshita, termed him as a scholar, 
philosopher, statesman and musicologist. Sri Govinda 
Dikshita served as a minister for three successive 
Nayaks of Thanjavur, Sevappa Nayak, Atchuta Nayak 
and Raghunata Nayak.

Finally Sri Ganesha Sharma by his enthralling speech on 
Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswati Swamigal, the Great 
sage of Kanchi, exhorted the audience how 'Maha 
Periyava' was a towering personality of the recent times, 
who contributed much to our nation and to our Ancient 
Heritage. The day India became free, His Holiness 
composed the famous 'Maithreem Bhajata' song which 
was later applauded at the United Nations, sung by 
Mrs. M.S. Subbulakshmi.

NATIONAL SEMINAR ON SAMSKRITA VAIBHAVAM

A National Seminar on Samskrita Vaibhavam was 

jointly organized by the Department of Oriental Studies 

& Research and the School of Humanities and Sciences 

on 17th February, 2015. The aim of the seminar was to 

create awareness among the present generation about 

the Greatness of Sanskrit and the perfect nature of the 

Classical Language in all  human spheres.  

S h r i  B .  M a h a d e v a n  o f  I I M ,  B a n g a l o r e ,  
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WORKSHOP ON RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

A workshop on “A Practical Approach to Research 

Methodology” was organized by the School of Chemical 

and Biotechnology on 20th February, 2015. The 

workshop was attended by over 50 PhD students from 

various disciplines at SASTRA University. The 

workshop covered topics related to research 

methodology, including asking research questions & 

framing hypothesis, Literature review, Experimental 

design, Data analysis and Research communication. The 

sessions were handled by senior faculty from SCBT.   

Dr. C.S. Radhakrishnan 

of Pondicherry, Dr. L. 

Mahadevan, Sarada 

Hospital, Tirunelveli 

a n d  P r o f .  R .  

J a g a n n a t h a n  o f  

Bangalore delivered 

lectures on the various applications of Sanskrit to the 

fields of Management, Science, Medicine and 

Architecture respectively.

Lecture by Shri Rajiv Malhotra

Shri Rajiv Malhotra, Renowned Author & Founder – 

Director, Infiniti Foundation, Princeton, USA delivered 

the Valedictory address on the topic, “Is Sanskriti being 

distorted by Americanization of Sanskrit Studies?” He 

said that rather than translating our knowledge into 

English, the need is to translate western philosophies 

into Sanskrit so that we can pursue the studies on our 

own terms.

Tracing the history of Indology, Shri Malhotra said that 

at one time Indology was studied in as many as 20 

colleges across England. After World War II, the US 

became the successor of Indology. “What is happening 

now is, most of the prolific writings on Sanskrit 

literature, and interpretation of arts are coming from the 

US,” said the speaker.

Shri Malhotra said the American idea of Sanskrit is being 

exported to India through our 'parampara.' It further says 

the oral tradition of Sanskrit is incapable of producing 

new knowledge, thereby denigrating the oral tradition 

itself, he added. He said that  there is a need to preserve 

large number of Sanskrit vocabulary. 

P r o f .  R .  S e t h u r a m a n ,  Vi c e  C h a n c e l l o r ,  

Dr. S.Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean, Planning and 

Development and Dr. N. Kannan, Coordinator of the 

conference were present. 

SEMINAR ON CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
IN BFSI SECTOR

A S t a t e  L e v e l  
S e m i n a r  o n  
“Challenges and 
opportunities in 
BFSI Sector- An 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Perspective” was 
o r g a n i z e d  b y  
Warren Buffet Club 
(Finance Club) of School of Management on January 
31, 2015.  Shri Satish Ramanathan,  Director, Tattva 
Capital, Chennai  who  inaugurated the seminar, 
highlighted the volatility in global market and explained 
the importance of hedging. Dr.V.Badrinath, Dean 
,School of Management said that the main objective of 
the seminar was to interface with the industry. 

Shri S. Narasimhan,  Chief Regional Manager, Indian 
Overseas Bank, Trichy  spoke on “Challenges in Indian 
banking industry- In the decade ahead.” Shri 
T. Chockalingam, General  Manager (Finance) BHEL, 
Trichy focused on  “Issues and challenges in managing 
finance in PSUs”.  Shri R. Balaji,  Assistant Vice- 
president, Royal Bank of Scotland, Chennai covered  
“Issues and challenges in managing credit risks”. 

Shri Ravi Krishnamurthy, Executive Director of 
Marketing, SBI Life Insurance, spoke on “Impact of FDI 
in Insurance industry in India” at the valedictory 
function. The winners of intra-department finance quiz 
competition were given prizes . 



A one-day coaching on Bank Competitive Exams was 
organised by the Training and Placement Department. 
Around 250 students in and around Thanjavur 
participated in the event.  During the Question & Answer 
session, students who have already cleared the Bank 
exams gave tips to the participants. This free coaching 
was inaugurated by Dr. V. Badrinath, Dean School of 
Management, presided by Shri Suresh Kumar,  
Cuddalore District Collector, Cuddalore.  Shri. Baskar 
was the resource person.

PRADIPTA'15 - a State Level Inter-Collegiate 
Commerce and Management Students meet was 
organised on January 30,  2015. 11 teams consisting of 
125 participants from 10 colleges participated in the 
events conducted and overall trophy was won by the 
students of SASTRA University, Srinivasa Ramanujan 
Centre, Kumbakonam. Shri K. Chandrasekaran, 
Regional Manager, The Hindu, Trichy addressed the 
students and distributed the prizes at the valedictory 
function. 

PRADIPTA'15

FREE COACHING FOR BANKING CAREER
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SEMINAR ON “HR OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES IN 2020”

A State Level Seminar on “HR Opportunities and 
Challenges in 2020” was held on February 25, 2015. 
Brig. V. Narayanan, Indian Army, inaugurated the event 
and spoke on “Human Capital Management in Indian 
Armed Forces.”  Shri. N.C. Sridharan, Management and 
Educational Consultant, The Time Foundation, Chennai 
in his inspirational speech on “Ignite and unleash 
Human Potential Through NLP”, unleashed the inner 
potential available in each individual and further 
emphasized that success lies in realizing and converting 
that potential through attitudes and actions.

Shri. E. Nainaraj, Founder and CEO, Options and 
Solutions, Chennai, Shri M. Ramakrishnan, Vice 
President, HR and Acquisition, WS Industries, India, 
and Shri. C. Ramkumar, General Manager and Head-
HR, TATA Consultancy Services, Chennai also spoke.

SEMINAR ON MARKETING IN THE MODERN ERA

School of Management 
organized a State Level 
Seminar on 'Marketing 
in the Modern Era'  on 
February 14, 2015.  
About 250 students 
f r o m  v a r i o u s  

institutions in the state 
participated in the Seminar. Shri Jai Banerjee,  Chief 
Retail Consultant-indiashoppe.com inaugurated the 
seminar. Shri K. Gopalakrishnan Regional Manager, 
Procter & Gamble, Chennai chaired the first technical 
session and spoke on “Reaching Rural Markets in 
India”. Ms. Roopa Menon, Director, AdeptT Business 
Solutions, Chennai, spoke on “Customer Service as the 
Way of Life.” An Inter-Collegiate Marketing Quiz was 
c o n d u c t e d  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t  p a r t i c i p a n t s .   
Dr.K.Narayanan, Professor and Dean, Department of 
Humanities, IIT, Mumbai delivered the valedictory 
address and distributed the prizes.

School of Management 
organised a two-day 
training programme on 
“Marketing skills for 
Postal Officials”. The  
p r o g r a m m e  w a s  
inaugurated by Mr. 
J .T.Venkateswarlu,  

Post Master General- 
Central Region, Tamilnadu. The training was offered to 
Branch Post Masters and Inspectors and ASPs.  Six 
professors from School of Management gave training on 
various topics namely, Self-motivation & confidence, 
Industry and product analysis, CRM & Customer 
engagement, lead management, selling process etc. 
Eighty employees from the Department of Posts, Govt. 
of India were benefited.

TRAINING ON MARKETING SKILLS FOR POSTAL OFFICIALS

The School of Management has obtained the Academic 
Membership of the International Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants (IICPA), Thailand,  on February 
10th, 2015. The Institute was incorporated under the 
laws of the State of  Delaware, USA in 2008.  The main 
objective of IICPA is to promote general interests in  
international certified public accountants and furnish 
information and services in international accounting. 

IICPA ACADEMIC MEMBERSHIP TO SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT 
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E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  
D e v e l o p m e n t  C e l l ,  
SASTRA University and 
C R D S ,  S A S T R A  
University conducted Two 
day workshop on “Honey 
b e e k e e p i n g  a n d  

management” for the SHG members on  7th and 8th of 
March 2015. Mr. Selvaraj, Director, KVIC, Madurai 
Zone, Mrs. Josephine, Founder and CEO, VIBIS Pvt. 
Co. Ltd. Madurai, Dr. Jayarama Appa, Associate 
Professor, Department of Botony, KLE College, 
Bangaluru, Mr. Thangavelu, Bee Keeper, TNAU, 
Coimbatore, Mr. C. Chandrasekar, Senior Manager, 
Canara Bank, Vallam, Thanjavur and Dr. Barghava, 
DoDE, SASTRA University were the resource persons 
for the workshop. 

Kum. P.S.Nandini,  a student of I year B.Tech. 
Biotechnology received the 'Balshree Award' given by 
the Government of India, under the Creative Arts 
category. She was one among the three students selected 
from Tamil Nadu for the year 2011. She received the 
award from Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Union 

WORKSHOP ON BEEKEEPING

SASTRA TEAM WINS WIPRO EARTHIAN AWARD

I YEAR B.TECH. STUDENT WINS 'BALSHREE AWARD'

SASTRA distributed 1270 Pongal Gift hampers to the 
villagers of Tirumalaisamudrum, Vallampudur, 
Monnaiyampatti and Kuruvadipatti. Prof. R. 
Sethuraman, Vice Chancellor distributed the gifts in 
these villages on January 12, 2015. Each hamper 
contained 5 kg raw-rice, 1 kg jaggery and half kg dhal 
and a cotton sari. SASTRA has been distributing Pongal 
gifts  to these villages, for the past 15 years.  

PONGAL GIFT TO VILLAGERS 

A team of eight students of I B.Tech. were one of the top 
ten winning teams of Wipro Earthian '14 event 
conducted by Wipro Technologies in October, 2014. The 
competition comprised the calculation and analysis of 
the ecological footprint of the University and writing 
essays on sustainability topics.  The team received a cash 
award of Rs 1.5 lakh, along with certificates of merit 
from Shri Asim Premji, Chairman, Wipro  at the Award 
Ceremony organized at Bangalore on 6 February, 2015 
and the University is assured of a Continuous 
Engagement Program (CEP) with Wipro on sustainable 
development. Ms.S.Garghi and Mrs.G. Sashi Kala of the 
Department of English were the mentors.

HRD 
awards ceremony held 
on January  29, 2015 in  
New Delhi.  The award 
consists of a citation  and 
a Kisan Vikas Patra for 
Rs 10,000. 
The National Bal Shree 
Award is presented to 60 
children below the age of 

16 every year, from all over India, under the National Bal 
Shree Honour Scheme, by the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development, Government of India. The 
awards are given under the Creative Arts, Creative 
Performance, Creative Science and Creative Writing 
categories.
Kum. Nandini also won the  'Young Talent Award'  
under the arts and crafts category, given by the South 
Zone Cultural Centre, Thanjavur. The award, which 
includes a cash prize of Rs 10,000,  was given at a 
ceremony held at Udupi, Karnataka on 13th March, 
2015.

Minister,  at the 
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SASTRA University organized the Tamilnadu State 
Inter-Deemed University Basketball (M&W) 
tournament 2014-15, under the auspices of Sports 
Development Authority of  Tamilnadu, Chennai on 7th 
& 8th February 2015 at SASTRA Campus.

Nine Deemed Universities participated in the 
tournament. In the Men’s section Sathyabama 
University, Chennai beat S.R.M University, Chennai in 
the finals (71-56) and claimed the 1st place and S.R.M 
University claimed the 2nd place. Hindustan University, 
Chennai beat V.I.T Vellore (65-32) and claimed the 3rd 

SASTRA’s national level tournaments ‘COLOSSEUM’  
was held from February 25 to March 1, 2015. More than 
1400 students from 38 colleges participated in the 
following events: Cricket (Men), Football (Men), 
Basketball (M&W), Badminton (M&W),  Best 
Physique (M), Chess (M&W), Handball (M), Table 
Tennis (M&W) and Tennis (M&W), Volleyball (M&W).  
SSN College of Engineering, Chennai won the overall 
championship. Shri R. Gnanasekaran, Arjuna Awardee 
and Asian Gold Medalist, gave away the prizes.

SASTRA ORGANIZES TAMILNADU
INTER-DEEMED UNIVERSITY BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

COLOSSEUM ‘15 place. In the Women’s section Hindustan University, 
Chennai beat S.R.M University in the Finals (42-28) and 
claimed the 1st place and S.R.M University claimed the 
2nd place and SASTRA, Thanjavur bagged the 3rd 
place.

Shri S. Thamil Selvan, Regional Senior Manager, Sports 
& Youth Welfare, Trichy and Dr.V. Karunanithi, District 
Sports & Youth Welfare Officer, Thanjavur distributed 
the prizes at the valedictory function.

The Department of Chemistry and Biosciences 
organized an Internat ional  Conference on 
Nanotoxicology on February13, 2015. Dr. Subbu S. 
Venkataraman,  Director, NTU-Northwestern Institute 
for Nanomedicine, Director, Ocular Therapeutic 
Engineering Centre, NTU inaugurated the conference. 
Different commercialized medicinal applications of 
nanoparticles and their negative impacts were  the focal 
point of the conference. Dr. S. Subbu Venkataraman, Dr. 
P. Gopinath , Assistant Professor, IIT-Roorke, Dr. Alok 
K. Pandey CSIR-IITR, Lucknow, Dr. K. Ruckmani, 
Director, Centre for Excellence in Nanobio Translational 
Research Centre, Anna University, Trichy; Dr. Kah Chen 
Yong, James, Assistant Professor, National University of 
Singapore  and Dr. K.J. Sreeram, Principal Scientist, 
CLRI, Chennai  spoke on different areas of the 
conference.  More than 300 students from various 
institutions across India participated in the conference.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON NANOTOXICOLOGY

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON FINANCIAL MARKETS AND RISK MANAGEMENT

The Department of Commerce and Management Studies 
organized a National Conference on 'Financial Markets 
and Risk Management: Issues and Challenges in India' 
on February 20, 2015. Dr.Malabika Deo, Professor, 
School of Management, Pondicherry University, 
delivered the inaugural address. Dr.M. Selvam, Prof  & 
Head, Department of Commerce and Financial Studies, 
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THETA'15, a three-day National level  Techno – 
Management Fest was inaugurated on March 27, 2015 
by Shri. Prakash Arunachalam, Vice-President, Virtusa 
Consulting Services, Chennai, Shri  Pindi Vineel Reddy, 
Founder  &  Community Liaison, Mozilla India,  
Hyderabad and  Shri. Galaxy Kadiyala, Executive 
Board President, FSA, Mozilla India, Bengaluru also  
participated .

Around 2000 students from various Arts & Science and 
Engineering Colleges in India participated in more than 
58 events organized under ten clusters namely Bio-
Genesis, Mathematica, Optica, Robotics, Electronica, 
Informatica, Strategia, Equilibria, Pabbajja and 
Emulsion. Two workshops were also organized on Solar 
Photovoltaic System (March 23) and UIUX (March 24). 
Emulsion and Robotics proved to be the cynosure of the 
Festival. While short film productions under Emulsion 
brought out the aesthetic and artistic temper of the 
students, Robotics revealed their technical 
exuberance.  Shri S.R. Sabapathi, Chairman and 
Managing Director, Qmax Test Equipments Pvt. Ltd., 
delivered the valedictory 
address and distributed 
the cash awards worth 
Rs.1.54 lakhs. Dr. T. 
Radhakrishnan, Prof & 
Head, Dept. of Physics 
was the Convener.

THETA'15

Bharathidasan University, Dr.R. Murali, Professor, 
Department of Management Studies, NIT, Trichy 
Dr.S.H. Gourishankar, Department of Social Sciences, 
IIT Kharagpur,  Dr.S. Amilan, Professor &Head, 
Department of Commerce (Karaikal Centre) 
Pondicherry University and  Dr.V. Badrinath, Dean, 
School of Management,  SASTRA spoke on various 
topics. 

A workshop on Short Film Making was organized by 
CSI students of SRC on February 17, 2015.The 
workshop covered various areas like developing idea for 
short film, script writing, story board making, crew 
selection, finance and casting.  Shooting, lighting, ISO 
& exposure and basic shots were covered under 
production session. The post production session 
included video editing, dubbing, audio mixing and color 
correction.  Corel video studio X6pro software was used 
in the workshop to train the students. Around 164 
students from various streams participated and 40 CSI 
students organized this workshop under the supervision 
of Dr. B. Sreedevi, Students' Counsellor. 

ELPOWER, the association of the Department of EEE 
organized workshops on 'Motor Rewinding,' 'Industrial 
Automation'   and 'Electrical CADD' on March 5, 2015. 
The motor rewinding workshop was conducted by a 
group of professional rewinding practitioners from 
Thiruvarur. 30 III B.Tech.Students  gained hands-on 
experience in motor rewinding.The industrial 
automation workshop was conducted by ARMADA 
Solutions, Thanjavur. 60 students participated in this 
workshop. 30 students attended the Electrical CADD 
workshop which was conducted by CADD Center, 
Kumbakonam on the same day.

ISTE Student chapter organized three workshops on 
February 27 and 28,2015  emphasizing the role of 
computational modeling and simulation on the one hand, 
and experimental and/or observational data on the other. 
The goal of the workshop was to promote the creation, 
development, and utilization of the next generation of 
theories, algorithms, methods, tools, and cyber 
infrastructure in science and engineering applications. 
Topics like satellite communication data, knowledge 
data computation, biometric applications, near field 
communication, mobile communication and electronic 
data were covered. Hands on training was provided to 
the students on analysis of electronic data using 
MATLAB tool and mobile communication data in web 
service portals. 

WORKSHOP ON SHORT FILM MAKING

WORKSHOPS ON MOTOR REWINDING, INDUSTRIAL 
AUTOMATION & ELECTRICAL CADD

WORKSHOP ON “DATA SCIENCE 
AND ENGINEERING COMPUTATION”
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Shri.T. N. Sankaran, Executive Engineer, Operation & 
Maintenance, TANGEDCO, Kumbakonam launched  
the 6th edition of  VICHAR, the annual student 
magazine of ELPOWER at the valedictory ceremony of  
the association  on April 03,2015. This edition of 
VICHAR focuses on the theme, "Energy and the 
Environment.” 

A Workshop on “Language 
a n d  L i t e r a t u r e  –  a n  
Interface” was conducted by 
Prof. N.  Krishnaswamy,  
former Professor, EFLU, 
Hyderabad at SRC under the 
auspices of Athenaeum on 
February 12, 2015. The 
Resource Person pointed out 

how language is there in 
literature and literature in language. He urged the 
participants to re-examine the existing systems and 
promote critical thinking.

There was another workshop on Teaching Prose by Prof. 
Lalitha Krishnaswamy. She  demonstrated how prose 
can effectively be taught in the class through interactive 
and inductive techniques and by encouraging students to 
read aloud, with proper stress and intonation. 

The School of  Education organized a five-day 
'Citizenship Training Camp' for the students of B.Ed. 
and III Year Integrated B.Ed programmes from January 
27-31, 2015.  The camp was inaugurated at Arulmighu 
Sri Swarnapureeswarar Padikasinathar Temple, 
Azagaputthur, NatchiyarKoil. The students cleaned the 
campus of the temple and planted saplings all around to 
beautify the premises. In the evening they interacted 
with the villagers. Lectures on Health Education were 
delivered by Dr. Raghupathy and Dr. Jeyanthi 
Raghupathy. Shri. T.S. Rajendar Qualified Scout 
Trainer, Govt. Hr. Sec. School, Allangudi conducted a 
Lecture cum Demo session on the principles of Scouts 
and Guides. Yoga Training, Indoor and Outdoor games 
and Field events were conducted on the third day of the 
camp. First Aid Training Certificate Programme by St. 
John Ambulance was conducted in two sessions on the 
fourth day.

ELPOWER RELEASES VICHAR

WORKSHOP ON LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

CITIZENSHIP TRAINING CAMP

43 NSS Volunteers were deputed on traffic regulation 
duty at Arulmighu Sarangapani temple for 
Vaigundaekadesi festival on January 1, 2015. A special 
medical camp was organized at SRC on January 19, 
2015 for the benefit of the students and the members of 
the staff of the center. A road safety awareness rally was 
organized on January 13, 2015. 155 volunteers 
participated in Pulse Polio Immunization Camp 
organized at various centers on January 18, and February 
25, 2015.

A lecture-cum-demonstration on Fire Fighting was 
organized on February 6, 2015. A Voter Awareness Rally 
was organized on February 7, 2015, in which pamphlets 
on the duties and responsibilities of voters were 
distributed.

Around 1107 students got their eyes screened at the 
camp organized at SRC on February 18, 2015. 145 
students were identified for further treatment. The eye 
screening camp was also organized at Thippirajapuram 
High School on February  25, 2015.

THIRUPPAVAI AND THIRUVEMPAVAI RECITATION CONTEST

NSS ACTIVITIES 

Thiruppavai and Thiruvempavai recitation contest was 
organized for the school children, on January 12, 2015. 
The  I, II and III prize winners were given a cash award 
of Rs 3000, 2000 and 1000 respectively.  All the 
participants were given Rs 500 and a participation 
certificate.

Another contest was organised at the main campus, 
Thanjavur on January 12, 2015.
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A team of 12 students from Kalamalika participated in 
Saarang 2015 held at IIT - Madras from January 7-
11,2015. Chi. G.Prem Krishnan of II B.Com won the 2nd 
prize in Carnatic - Instrumental (percussion) and a cash 
prize of Rs.4000. 

LAURELS IN CULTURALS 

Inter-School Cultural Competitions, as part of Youth 
Talent Encouragement  Programme,  of SASTRA were 
organized  from January 20-23, 2015. English & Tamil 
Elocutions, Quiz, Carnatic Music- Vocal, Sanskrit  
Recitation competitions were conducted for the school 
children. Cash awards were given to the prize winners 
and a Library Development fund of Rs 5000 was also 
given to the winning schools.

The 31st Institution Day and Sports Day of Shanmugha 
Polytechnic College was held on March 9, 2015.  Dr.P. 
Swaminathan Dean, School of Computing, SASTRA 
University addressed the students and distributed Merit 
Scholarships worth Rs 7 lakh to 99 students of II and III 
year Diploma. He also distributed academic prices worth 
Rs 50,000.

Earlier Shri R. Chandramouli, Principal presented the 
annual report for the year 2014-15.  Dr B.Sripriya, 
Physical Directress presented the Physical Education 
annual report. Annual Sports Day prizes were also 
distributed on the occasion.   

INTERSCHOOL CULTURAL COMPETITIONS 2014-15

SNIPPETS FROM SHANMUGHA POLYTECHNIC COLLEGE

31st INSTITUTION DAY 

Under the auspices of the Red Ribbon Club of 

Shanmugha Polytechnic College a four-day AIDS 

Awareness Programme was organised from March 3-6, 

2015. Shri Mathavan, Manager, Red Ribbon Club, 

Thanjavur and Shri Balamurugan of Raja Mirasudar 

Govt. Hospital, Thanjavur spoke on various topics. A 

drawing competition was organised for the students and 

winners were given prizes. Shri R. Chandramouli, 

Principal and Shri Balasubramanian, RCC Coordinator 

also participated.

The NSS Units of Shanmugha Polytechnic College  

received the certification of appreciation   from the 

Medical College Hospital, Thanjavur for organizing 

voluntary Blood Donation Camps. The certificate was 

distributed at a function organized at the Medical 

College on December 29, 2014 in connection with Blood 

Donation Day. Shri P.Balasubramanian, NSS 

Programme Officer received it from the District 

Collector.

AIDS AWARENESS PROGRAMME

APPRECIATION FOR BLOOD DONATION
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Admission to B.Tech. / 5-Year Integated M.Tech./M.Tech. / M.B.A.,M.Sc.,
and B.A., LL.B.(Hons.) / B.Com., LL.B.(Hons.) / B.B.A., LL.B.(Hons.)

Programmes for the Academic Year 2015 - 2016

Many Faces. One Message.
"Thank you for considering our Merit".

YOU HAVE A DREAM. WE HAVE A VISION.
BE PART OF A VISION 2025 UNIVERSITY

THINK MERIT ? THINK TRANSPARENCY THINK SASTRA? 

Application form along with prospectus can be obtained in person from 
SASTRA Campus (Thanjavur & Kumbakonam) or at No.5, Subbaraya Nagar 
Main Street, Kodambakkam, Chennai - 600 024. (Samiyar Madam Bus Stop) 
(Phone: 044-24828029) on payment of Rs.600 (Rs.300/- for B.Com. (CA) 
and Law) or by post on payment of Rs.650 (Rs.350/- for B.Com. (CA) and 
Law) by Demand Draft fovouring SASTRA payable at Thanjavur. 
Applications can be downloaded from www.sastra.edu & also available at 
select branches or IOB and City Union Bank. (Details at www.sastra.edu)
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